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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This action is responsive to communications: Application filed 13 Mar 2006. 

2. Claims 1-16 are pending in the case. Claims 1, 6, and 12 are independent 
claims. 



Applicant's Response 
3. In Applicant's Response dated 13 Mar 2006, Applicant amended claims 5, 7, and 
16 and argued against all rejections previously set forth in the Office Action dated 27 
Dec. 2005. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 1, 2, 6, 7, 10-13 and 16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Gajewska et al. (Pub. No.: US 2002/0175951 A1; Pub. Date: Nov. 
28, 2002) (hereinafter "Gajewska"), in view of Fukuda et al. (Pub. No.: US 
2004/0107449 Al; Pub. Date: Oct. 7, 2003) (hereinafter "Fukuda"). 

In regards to independent claim 1, Gajewska discloses a method for indicating 
input focus in a portal environment, the method comprising the steps of: 

responsive to a new portlet in said portal acquiring said input focus from said 
focused portlet, re-assigning said focused style to said new portlet while re-assigning 
said unfocused style to said focused portlet which no longer has input focus, and 
re-rendering said new portlet and said focused portlet which no longer has input focus 
in said portal according to said styles (0021 ; Gajewska discloses a component become 
the focus owner when it receives a FocusGained (input focus) event and ceases being 
the focus owner when it receives a FocusLost (unfocused) event. Gajewska further 
discloses in a FocusGain event, the opposite field specifies the component that is 
losing focus and specified the component that is gaining focus in conjunction with the 
FoocusLost event). 
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Gajewska does not disclose expressly assigning an unfocused style to all 
unfocused portlets in a portal except for a focused portlet having input focus; 

further assigning a focused style to said focused portlet having input focus; 
rendering said focused and unfocused portlets in said portal; 

However Fukuda teaches assigning an unfocused style to all unfocused portlets 
in a portal except for a focused portlet having input focus (0064; Fukuda teaches a 
focus style is configured such that a style sheet is used to specify the style of the focus. 
At the time of the invention it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in 
the art to apply Fukuda teachings to portlets); 

further assigning a focused style to said focused portlet having input focus (0064; 
Fukuda teaches a focus style is configured such that a style sheet is used to specify the 
style of the focus. At the time of the invention it would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skill in the art to apply Fukuda teachings to portlets); 

rendering said focused and unfocused portlets in said portal (0064; Fukuda 
teaches a focus style is configured such that a style sheet is used to specify the style of 
the focus. At the time of the invention it would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skill in the art to apply Fukuda teachings to portlets); 

Therefore, at the time of the invention it would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skill in the art to assign an unfocused style to all unfocused portlets in a portal 
in conjunction with a FocusLost event, and assign a focused style to said focused 
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portlet having input focus in conjunction with a FocusGain event, as disclosed in 
Gajewska, for the a focus style is configured such that a style sheet is used to specify 
the style of the focus as taught by Fukuda. 

In regards to dependent claim 2, Gajewska discloses the method of claim 1, 
further comprising the steps of: 

defining a unique identifier in each portlet in said portal (0042; Gajewska 
discloses a Focus List which identifies components(portlets) that have issued a focus 
request. Each list element has a "requester" member. The "requester" member 
contains data that identifies (unique identifier) a component (portlet) that at some point 
issues a focus request). 

specifying a global focus identifier with a unique identifier of said focused portlet 
(0042; Gajewska discloses a Focus List which identifies components(ipoAt/etej that 
have issued a focus request. Each list element has a "requester" member. The 
"requester" member contains data that identifies (unique identifier) a component 
(portlet) that at some point issues a focus request); and, 

responsive to said new portlet in said portal acquiring said input focus, re- 
specifying said global focus identifier with a unique identifier of said new portlet (0043- 
0044; Gajewska discloses how a new "requester" member is added to the Focus List. 
The "requester" member contains data that identifies (unique identifier) a component 
(portlet) that at some point issues a focus request). 
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In regards to independent claim 6, Gajewska discloses a system for indicating 
input focus in a portal environment, ttie system comprising: 

a global indicator disposed within said portal specifying said single focused 
portlet (0042; Gajewska discloses a Focus List which identifies components(po/t/efsj 
that have issued a focus request); and, 

a global script disposed within said portal programmed to change said global 
indicator to specify a newly focused portlet when said newly focused portlet acquires 
input focus from said single focused portlet, to re-render said newly focused portlet in 
said portal according to said focused style sheet and to re-render said single focused 
portlet in said portal according to said unfocused style sheet (0021 ; Gajewska discloses 
a component become the focus owner when it receives a FocusGained (input focus) 
event and ceases being the focus owner when it receives a FocusLost (unfocused) 
event, Gajewska further discloses in a FocusGain event, the opposite field specifies the 
component that is losing focus and specified the component that is gaining focus in 
conjunction with the FoocusLost event; 0041, 0042, 100 in fig 6; Gajewska et al. also 
discloses a Focus List (global indicator), which is a list of all the components making a 
request for a FocusedGained event The Focus List is structured as a queue (global 
script) of elements that are used when selecting the "opposite component"). 

Gajewska does not disclose expressly a focused style sheet and an unfocused 
style sheet; 
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a portal defining a plurality ofportlets, said portlets comprising a single focused 
portlet configured for rendering according to said focused style sheet, and a 
remaining set of unfocused portlets configured for rendering according to said 
unfocused style stieet; 

However Fukuda teaches a focused style stieet and an unfocused style stieet 
(0064; Fukuda teaches a focus style is configured such that a style sheet is used to 
specify the style of the focus. At the time of the invention it would have been obvious to 
a person of ordinary skill in the art to apply Fukuda teachings to configure a focused 
style stieet and an unfocused style stieet); 

a portal defining a plurality of portlets, said portlets comprising a single focused 
portlet configured for rendering according to said focused style stieet, and a 
remaining set of unfocused portlets configured for rendering according to said 
unfocused style stieet (0064; Fukuda teaches a focus style is configured such that a 
style sheet is used to specify the style of the focus. It has been established that a portal 
is typically define with a plurality of portlets. At the time of the invention it would have 
been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art to apply Fukuda teachings to 
portlets); 

Therefore, at the time of the invention it would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skill in the art to assign an unfocused style to all unfocused portlets in a portal 
in conjunction with a FocusLost event, and assign a focused style to said focused 
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portlet having input focus in conjunction with a FocusGain event, as disclosed in 
Gajewska, for the a focus style is configured such that a style sheet is used to specify 
the style of the focus as taught by Fukuda. 

In regards to dependent claim 7, Gajewska does not disclose expressly the 
system of claim 6, wlierein said focused style sheet and unfocused style sheet are 
defined according to a content style sheet specification. 

However Fukuda teaches the system of claim 6, wherein said focused style 
sheet and unfocused style sheet are defined according to a content style sheet 
specification (0064,' Fukuda teaches a focus style is configured such that a style sheet 
is used to specify the style of the focus. At the time of the invention it would have been 
obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art to apply Fukuda teachings to configure a 
focused style sheet and an unfocused style sheet); 

Therefore, at the time of the invention it would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skill in the art to assign an unfocused style to all unfocused portlets in a portal 
in conjunction with a FocusLost event, and assign a focused style to said focused 
portlet having input focus in conjunction with a FocusGain event, as disclosed in 
Gajewska, for the a focus style is configured such that a style sheet is used to specify 
the style of the focus as taught by Fukuda. 
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In regards to dependent claim 10, Gajewska discloses the system of claim 9, 
wherein at least one said attributes specifies a unique identifier for said single one of 
said portlets (0042; Gajewska discloses a Focus List which identifies 
componentsfport/efsj that have issued a focus request. Each list element has a 
"requester*' member. The "requester*' member contains data that identifies (unique 
identifier) a component (portlet) that at some point issues a focus request). 

In regards to dependent claim 11, Gajewska discloses the system of claim 9, 
wherein at least one of said attributes associates said global script with an event which 
occurs when said single one of said portlets acquires user input focus (0041 , 0042, 1 00 
in fig 6; Gajewska et al. discloses a Focus List (global indicator), which is a list of all the 
components making a request for a FocusedGained event. The Focus List is structured 
as a queue (global script) of elements that are used when selecting the "opposite 
component"). 

In regards to independent claim 12, Gajewska discloses a machine readable 
storage having stored thereon a computer program for indicating input focus in a portal 
environment, the computer program comprising a routine set of instructions for causing 
the machine to perform the steps of (0025, lines 1-5).* 

rendering said focused and unfocused portlets in said portal; and, responsive 
to a new portlet in said portal acquiring said input focus from said focused portlet, re- 
assigning said focused style sheet to said new portlet while re-assigning said 
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unfocused style sheet to said focused portlet which no longer has input focus, and re- 
rendering said new portlet and said focused portlet which no longer has input focus in 
said portal according to said style sheets (0021 ; Gajewska discloses a component 
become the focus owner when it receives a FocusGained (input focus) event and 
ceases being the focus owner when it receives a FocusLost (unfocused) event. 
Gajewska further discloses in a FocusGain event, the opposite field specifies the 
component that is losing focus and specified the component that is gaining focus in 
conjunction with the FoocusLost event). 

Gajewska does not disclose expressly assigning an unfocused style sheet to all 
unfocused portlets in a portal except for a focused portlet having input focus; 

further assigning a focused style sheet to said focused portlet having input focus; 

However Fukuda teaches assigning an unfocused style sheet to all unfocused 
portlets in a portal except for a focused portlet having input focus; further assigning a 
focused style sheet to said focused portlet having input focus; (0064; Fukuda teaches a 
focus style is configured such that a style sheet is used to specify the style of the focus. 
At the time of the invention it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in 
the art to apply Fukuda teachings to configure a focused style sheet and an unfocused 
style sheet); 
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Therefore, at the time of the invention it would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skill in the art to assign an unfocused style to all unfocused portlets in a portal 
in conjunction with a FocusLost event, and assign a focused style to said focused 
portlet having input focus in conjunction with a FocusGain event, as disclosed in 
Gajewska. for the a focus style is configured such that a style sheet is used to specify 
the style of the focus as taught by Fukuda. 

In regards to dependent claim 13, Gajewska discloses the machine readable 
storage of claim 12, further comprising the steps of (0025, lines 1-5); 

defining a unique identifier in each portlet in said portal (0042; Gajewska 
discloses a Focus List which identifies components(portlets) that have issued a focus 
request. Each list element has a "requester'' member. The "requester" member 
contains data that identifies (unique identifier) a component (portlet) that at some point 
issues a focus request); 

specifying a global focus identifier with a unique identifier of said focused portlet 
(0042; Gajewska discloses a Focus List which identifies components(porf/efs; that 
have issued a focus request. Each list element has a "requester" member. The 
"requester" member contains data that identifies (unique identifier) a component 
(portlet) that at some point issues a focus request); 

responsive to said new portlet in said portal acquiring said input focus, 
re-specifying said global focus identifier with a unique identifier of said new 
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portlet (0043-0044; Gajewska discloses how a new "requester" member is added to the 
Focus List. The "requester*' member contains data that identifies (unique identifier) a 
component (portlet) that at some point issues a focus request). 

In regards to dependent claim 16, Gajewska discloses the machine readable 
storage of claim 14, further comprising the step of associating said script with each 
event attribute in a divisible section which indicates when a corresponding one of said 
focused and unfocused portlets has acquired said input focus (0041 , 0042, 1 00 in fig 6; 
Gajewska et al. also discloses a Focus List (global indicator), which is a list of all the 
components making a request for a FocusedGained event. The Focus List is structured 
as a queue (global script) of elements that are used when selecting the "opposite 
component"). 
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6. Claims 3, 5, 9, and 14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Gajewska et al. (Pub. No.: US 2002/0175951 A1; Pub. Date: Nov. 
28, 2002) (hereinafter "Gajewska") in view of Fukuda et al. (Pub. No.: US 
2004/0107449 Al; Pub. Date: Oct. 7, 2003) (hereinafter "Fukuda"), further in view 
of Ito et al. (Pub. No.: US 2003/0084405 Al; Filling Date: Oct. 7, 2002) (hereinafter 
"Ito"). 

In regards to dependent claim 3, Gajewska in view of Fukuda does not 
disclose expressly the method of claim 2, further comprising the step of performing 
said re-assigning and re-rendering steps through a script embedded in said portal. 

However, Ito teaches the method of claim 2, further comprising the step of 
performing said re-assigning and re-rendering steps through a script embedded in said 
portal (0019, 0023-24, Ito teaches a style sheet selection method in which comprises a 
style sheet for embedding in the XML document. At the time of the invention, it was 
well know in the art that style sheets typically contain attributes/information that are 
specific to specific elements/objects, as well as scripts to perform specific functions on 
those elements/objects. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art to 
include scripts with steps of re-assigning and re-rendering within the style sheets. The 
motivation for doing so would have been for the benefit dynamically selecting a style 
sheet for an XML document (portal) as taught by Ito; 0002. 
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In regards to dependent claim 5, Gajewska discloses the method of claim 3, 
further comprising the step of associating said script with each event attribute in a 
divisible section which indicates when a corresponding one of said focused and 
unfocused portlets has acquired said input focus (0041 , 0042, 100 in fig 6; Gajewska et 
al. also discloses a Focus List (global indicator), which is a list of all the components 
making a request for a FocusedGained event. The Focus List is structured as a queue 
(global script) of elements that are used when selecting the "opposite component"). 

In regards to dependent claim 9, Gajewska in view of Fukuda does not 

disclose expressly the system of claim 8, wherein each of said divisible sections 
comprises a set of attributes, at least one of said attributes specifying a class 
corresponding to one of said focused style sheet and unfocused style sheet. Fukuda 
teaches a focus style is configured such that a style sheet is used to specify the style of 
the focus (0064). 

Ito teaches the system of claim 8, wherein each of said divisible sections 
comprises a set of attributes, at least one of said attributes specifying a class 
corresponding to one of said focused style sheet and unfocused style sheet (0021- 
0024, Ito teaches how a style sheet satisfies the document type, root element name and 
root element attribute name). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art to 
combine Fukuda with Ito for the benefit of using style sheet for configuring divisible 
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sections comprises a set of attributes, at least one of said attributes specifying a class 
convsponding to one of said focused style sheet and unfocused style sheet 

In regards to dependent claim 14, Gajewska in view of Fukuda does not 
disclose expressly the machine readable storage of claim 13, further comprising the 
step of performing said re-assigning and re-rendering steps through a script embedded 
in said portal. 

However, Ito teaches the machine readable storage of claim 13, further 
comprising the step of performing said re-assigning and re-rendering steps through a 
script embedded in said portal {00^9, 0021-24, Ito teaches a style sheet selection 
method in which comprises a style sheet for embedding in the XML document. Ito also 
teaches storage means for the style sheets and XML documents (Fig 1). At the time of 
the invention, it was well know in the art that style sheets typically contain 
attributes/information that are specific to specific elements/objects, as well as scripts to 
perform specific functions on those elements/objects. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art to 
include scripts with steps of re-assigning and re-rendering within the style sheets. The 
motivation for doing so would have been for the benefit dynamically selecting a style 
sheet for an XML document (portal) as taught by Ito; 0002. 
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7. Claims 4, 8, and 15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Gajewska et al. (Pub. No.: US 2002/0175951 A1; Pub. Date: Nov. 
28, 2002) (hereinafter "Gajewska") in view of Fukuda et al. (Pub. No.: US 
2004/0107449 Al; Pub. Date: Oct. 7, 2003) (hereinafter "Fukuda") and Ito et al. 
(Pub. No.: US 2003/0084405 Al; Filling Date: Oct 7, 2002) (hereinafter "Ito"), 
further in view of Griffin (Pub. No.: US 2003/0126558 Al; Filling Date: Oct 24, 
2002). 

In regards to dependent claim 4, Gajewska in view of Fukuda does not 

disclose expressly the method of claim 3, further comprising the steps of: 

defining said portal in a markup language document; 

defining a divisible section of said markup language document for each of said 
focused and unfocused portlets; and, 

performing said assigning and further assigning steps by specifying a class 
attribute for each of said focused and unfocused portlets, said class attribute 
corresponding to a style sheet selected from the group consisting of a focused 
style sheet and an unfocused style sheet. 

Ito teaches performing said assigning and further assigning steps by specifying a 
class attribute for each of said focused and unfocused portlets, said class attribute 
corresponding to a style sheet selected from the group consisting of a focused 
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style sheet and an unfocused style sheet (0021-0024, Ito teaches how a style sheet 
satisfies the document type, root element name and root element attribute name). 

Ito fails to teach defining said portal in a mari<up language document; 
defining a divisible section of said mari<up language document for each of said focused 
and unfocused portlets; and, 

However, Griffin teaches method of claim 3, further comprising the steps of: 
defining said portal in a markup language document (0014, lines 1-6); 
defining a divisible section of said markup language document for each of said focused 
and unfocused portlets (0015; Griffin teaches a portal page can include portlets); 

Therefore, at the time of the invention it would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skill in the art to combine Ito teachings of configuring portlet attributes within a 
style sheet with Griffin teachings of representing portals using XML data for the benefit 
of defining a divisible section of said markup language document for each of said 
focused and unfocused portlets. 

In regards to dependent claim 8, Gajewska in view of Fukuda and Ito does not 
disclose expressly the system of claim 6, wherein said portal comprises markup 
comprising a plurality of divisible sections, each of said divisible sections defining a 
single one of said portlets. 
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However, Griffin teaches the system of claim 6, wherein said portal comprises 
markup comprising a plurality of divisible sections, each of said divisible sections 
defining a single one of said portlets (0015; Fig 1.; Griffin teaches a portal page can 
include portlets). 

Therefore, at the time of the invention it would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skill in the art to use Griffin teachings of defining a portal in a markup language 
document (0014, lines 1-6), along with the established teaching of a markup language 
document being composed of divisible section, for the benefit of said portal comprises 
mari<up comprising a plurality of divisible sections, each of said divisible sections 
defining a single one of said portlets. 

In regards to dependent claim 15, Gajewska in view of Fukuda does not 
disclose expressly the machine readable storage of claim 14, further comprising the 
steps of: 

defining said portal in a markup language document; 

defining a divisible section of said markup language document for each of said 
focused and unfocused portlets; and, 

performing said assigning and further assigning steps by 
specifying a class attribute for each of said focused and unfocused portlets, 
said class attribute corresponding to a style sheet selected from the group 
consisting of said focused style sheet and said unfocused style sheet 
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Ito teaches performing said assigning and furtlier assigning steps by specifying a 
class attribute foreacti of said focused and unfocused portlets, said class attribute 
conresponding to a style sheet selected from the group consisting of a focused 
style sheet and an unfocused style sheet (0021-0024, Ito teaches how a style sheet 
satisfies the document type, root element name and root element attribute name). 

Ito fails to teach defining said portal in a markup language document; 
defining a divisible section of said markup language document for each of said focused 
and unfocused portlets; and, 

However, Griffin teaches method of claim 3, further comprising the steps of: 
defining said portal in a markup language document (0014, lines 1-6); 
defining a divisible section of said markup language document for each of said focused 
and unfocused portlets (001 5; Griffin teaches a portal page can include portlets); 

Therefore, at the time of the invention it would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skill in the art to combine Ito teachings of configuring portlet attributes within a 
style sheet with Griffin teachings of representing portals using XML data for the benefit 
of defining a divisible section of said markup language document for each of said 
focused and unfocused portlets. 
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Response to Arguments 

8. Applicant's arguments filed 1 3 Mar 2006 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. 

Applicant's arguments with respect to independent claims 1,6 and 12, along with 
their respective dependent claims have been considered but are moot in view of the 
new ground(s) of rejection. New ground(s) of rejection are based on newly found prior 
art reference(s) of Fukuda, Ito, and Griffin. An explanation of the rejection is given. 
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Conclusion 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to James J. Debrow whose telephone number is 571-272- 
5768. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00-5:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Heather Herndon can be reached on 571-272-4136. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Infonnation Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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